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Human Trafficking and Slavery Today
Human trafficking refers to transportation, recruitment, or harboring individuals into a circumstance of exploitation via the use of force, violence or deception as well as coercion to operate against their will (Weitzer, 2014. In simple terms, trafficking is defined as a process of coercing, enslaving them with no ultimate way out of slavery and subjecting them to extreme exploitation. Human trafficking can occur in several forms of exploitation including forced prostitution, forced labor, forced criminality, forced prostitution, forced begging, forced marriage, domestic servitude and compelled organ removal. 
Definitions about modern-day slavery are in line with the 1956 UN supplementary rule which holds: “Serfdom, debt bondage, forced marriage, and the use of a child mainly for the exploitation of that child are all regarded as slavery- such practices need abolishment and criminalization” (Weitzer, 2014). A person is in slavery if that individual is compelled to work through physical threat, coercion, or mental threat. According to McDonald, (2014), if a person is controlled or owned by an employer through physical or mental abuse or threats linked to abuse, that is slavery. Additionally, if a person is bought, sold as property, dehumanized and handled as a good that can also be categorized as slavery. People who have their freedom restricted are also said to be in slavery. Forms of modern slavery include human trafficking, debt bondage, child slavery, forced and early marriage, and decent based slavery.
The fight against human trafficking can be successful when society learns the indicators involved in human trafficking so that they can identify a potential victim of trafficking. Creating awareness about human trafficking through training by business people, law enforcement officers, educators, federal employees, as well as other stakeholders, can stop this vice. Every member of the public should be vigilant and observant and ensure to report any suspicious acts relating to human trafficking to the law enforcement agencies by calling national human trafficking hotline at 1-888-373-7888 in the United States of America. Victims of human trafficking, including the undocumented persons, are entitled to immigration assistance services. Being an informed and conscientious consumer is key to reducing human trafficking. It is important for one to discover his or her slavery footprint, inquire to know about the person who picked you tomatoes or who made your clothes.
Additionally, one can also find out from department of labor’s list of commodities produced by forced labor or child labor. McDonald (2014) suggest that encouraging companies to investigate and protect humanity against trafficking through their chain of supply and publishing information about their supplier or factory list to create awareness among the consumers is an excellent strategy of ending human trafficking. Supporting and volunteering to help the efforts of anti-trafficking in the community can also be an excellent approach to combating human trafficking. 
As a human service professional, I can use the information to spread the word by engaging my friends and disseminate the information on social media platforms. Moreover, I can use the information to warn children and teens concerning the plots of human traffickers. I will enlighten them never to meet with any stranger. Hodge (2014) warns that traffickers might come in person by a mobile device or online. Since I know, trafficking takes place in places such as hotels, restaurants, saloons, shopping malls, nail salons and airports. I will endeavor to create awareness about the victims of trafficking.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Additionally, I will use the information to find the ministries within my locality and get linked to international justice missions as well as organizations that safeguard the interest of the poor against violence. I will begin a non-profit organization that cares about the poor and genuinely sustain and bring freedom to the enslaved. Furthermore, I can provide legal services to human trafficking victims by supporting those looking for special immigration status. 















References
Hodge, D. R. (2014). Assisting victims of human trafficking: Strategies to facilitate identification, exit from trafficking, and the restoration of wellness. Social Work, 59(2), 111-118.
McDonald, W. F. (2014). Explaining the under-performance of the anti-human-trafficking campaign: experience from the United States and Europe. Crime, Law and Social Change, 61(2), 125-138.
Weitzer, R. (2014). New directions in research on human trafficking. The ANNALS of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, 653(1), 6-24.
